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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

What Young Immigrants Need to Know 

 

What is Deferred Action (DACA)? 
 

Deferred Action (DACA) is a procedure that allows certain non-citizens to stay in the US and work 

legally, without fear of deportation, for a period of 2 years. Those granted Deferred Action will be 

eligible for a work permit, social security card, and certain state ID’s, such as a driver’s license. 

 

Deferred Action is NOT the Dream Act. It does not lead to permanent residency or a “green card.”  
 

Am I eligible for Deferred Action? 
 

In order to qualify for Deferred Action, you must prove that you meet ALL of the eligibility 

requirements below: 

 

 Must have entered the U.S. before you were 16 years old 

 Must have lived in the U.S continuously since June 15, 2007 

 Must not have had lawful immigration status on June 15, 2012 

 Must be at least 15 years old –  unless you are in removal proceedings, or have a previous 

order for removal or voluntary departure 

 Must be 30 years and under as of June 15, 2012 (a person who has turned 31 is not eligible) 

 Must have graduated high school, be currently in school, have obtained a GED, or be an 

honorably discharged military veteran. 

o School includes: GED course, career training, and ESL classes IF they lead to post-

secondary education. If you enroll in school now, you can still qualify even if you have 

never attended school in the U.S. before. 

 Must not have been convicted of a felony, a significant misdemeanor or three or more 

misdemeanor offenses – DUIs can be considered a significant misdemeanor 

 Must not pose a threat to national security 

 

A decision to grant Deferred Action will be made on a case-by-case basis and not every young 
immigrant will qualify. 
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How much does it cost? 
 

The US Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) application fee is $465. If you are unable to 

afford the application fee, you may contact the Deferred Action Coordinator below for information 

about scholarships. 

 

What documents do I need for the DACA Application? 
 

 Proof that you were in the United States on June 15, 2012. For example: receipts from that 

day, photos, proof that you were working or in school, emails, phone records, or any other 

proof that you were in the US on that day.  

 Proof that you entered the US before age 16, and have continuously resided in the US since 

6/15/2007. For example: Bills, medical bills, receipts, school records, utility bills, paystubs, 

Western Union Receipts, financial records – any document which contains your name, address 

and date may be used.  

 Proof of your high school, GED, or college attendance and completion. Documents to 

consider: report cards, diplomas, GED certificates and transcripts.  

 Documents showing your age, such as a birth certificate or passport. 

 

How do I apply?  
 

If you believe you might be eligible, we encourage you to attend an information session and/or 

contact one of the legal service organizations listed below.  

 

A list of upcoming Deferred Action Information Sessions and Legal Clinics can be found at 

www.paimmigrant.org, or you may contact the Deferred Action Coordinator, Michele Contreras, at 

the Pennsylvania Immigration & Citizenship Coalition at 215-832-3482, or email at 

michelecontreras@paimmigrant.org. 

 

For legal assistance, contact these non-governmental organizations which provide free or low-cost 

legal services: 

 Catholic Social Services - Immigration Services  
    215-854-7019 www.catholicsocialservicesphilly.org 

 Esperanza Immigration Legal Services  
 215-324-0746, ext. 298 www.esperanza.us  

 HIAS Pennsylvania  
         215-832-0900 www.hiaspa.org  

 Nationalities Service Center  
 215-893-8400 www.nscphila.org 


